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admitting above twenty guests at a time; alongside was a
second and larger apartment, set apart by Aboo-'Eysa for our
more especial habitation, and opening on the courtyard; two
spacious rooms communicated with this on either side; the one
was at our disposal, the other answered the purposes of a nur-
sery, and was the ordinary abode of the dusky lady, with her
mulatto son and heir. A kitchen and two secluded chambers,
into which the rougher sex might not indiscriminately venture,
completed the ground storey; while above were three empty and
unfurnished rooms, and a large extent of flat roof, whereon it was
very pleasant to sit morning and evening. And in the courtyard
below we might at our leisure contemplate "the patient camels
ruminate their food," as Southey has it in a well-known poem
where the vivacity of the author's imagination almost retrieves
his want of personal experience in many an Eastern scene.

Hofhoof, whose ample circuit contained during the last
generation about thirty thousand inhabitants, now dwindled to
twenty-three or twenty-four thousand, is divided into three quar-
ters or districts. The general form of the town is that of a large
oval. The public square, an oblong space of about three hundred
yards in length by a fourth of the same in width, occupies the
meeting point of these quarters; the K6t lies on its north-east,
the Rifey'eeyah on the north-west and west, and the Na'athar
on the east and south. In this last quarter was our present
home; moreover, it stood in the part farthest removed from
the K6t and its sinister influences, while it was also sufficiently
distant from the over-turbulent neighbourhood of the Rifey'-
eeyah, the centre of anti-Wahhabee movements, and the name
of which alone excited distrust and uneasiness in Nejdean
minds.

The K6t itself is a vast citadel, surrounded by a deep trench,
with walls and towers of unusual height and thickness, earth-
built with an occasional intermixture of stone, the work of the
old Carmathian rulers; it is nearly square, being about one-
third of a mile in length by one-quarter in breadth. Three
sides of this fortress are provided each with a central gate; on
the fourth or northern side a small but strong fortress forms a
sort of keep; it is square, and its towers attain more than forty
feet in elevation, or about sixty, if we reckon from the bottom
of the outer ditch. Within dwells the Nejdean governor, for-